SHIKSHA SAMVAD

International Open Access Peer-Reviewed & Refereed

Journal of Multidisciplinary Research
ISSN: 2584-0983 (Online) CHIK T IAD

R o
775
»~

Volume-1, Issue-2, Oct-Dec- 2023 S T 7
www.shikshasamvad.com e

Blended Learning: Enhancing Education Through a Dynamic
Approach

Dr.Madhu Mahaur
Assistant Professor
Department of Teacher Education
Sri Tikaram Kanya Mahavidyalaya, Aligarh (U.P)

Abstract:

Blended learning is an innovative pedagogical approach that combines traditional
face-to-face instruction with online learning methods. This educational model has gained
widespread attention and adoption in recent years, driven by advancements in technology and a
growing recognition to its potential to enhance the educational experience. This abstract provides
a concise overview of blended learning, its key principles, benefits and challenges. Blended
learning can take various forms, raging from flipped classrooms, where students access online
content before in-person sessions. To hybrid courses that integrate both online and on-campus
components. The flexibility it offers caters to diverse learning styles, making it suitable for various
educational levels. This approach offers several advantages. First, it can promote student
engagement through interactive online materials and collaborative in-person discussion. It
accommodates individualized learning, allowing students to progress at their own pace.
Additionally, blended learning can optimize resource utilization, reducing the need for physical
classroom space and allowing educators to reach a broader audience. However, implementing
blended learning not without challenges. Instructors may face the learning curve associated with
adopting new technologies and redesigning curriculum. Maintaining a balance between inline and
in-person elements is essential to avoid overloading students. Furthermore, access to technology

and reliable internet can be barriers to effective blended learning in some contexts.
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Introduction

Blended learning is an instructional approach that combines traditional in-person
classroom teaching with online digital resources and activities. It offers a flexible and effective
way to engage learners by integrating face to face interaction and technology. This combination
allows students to access content online, collaborate with peers and receive personalized
instruction, making education more dynamic and adaptable to individual needs. Blended learning
has gained prominence in modern education for its potential to enhance student engagement and
outcome. It aims to leverage the advantages of both face to face and online learning methods to
enhance the overall educational experience. Blended learning can take various forms, such as
flipped classrooms, where students access content online before attending in person session, or

hybrid components to provide flexibility and engagement in learning. (Graham, 2006).
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Blended learning results from digital technology and digital educational tools. Online tools
such as apps, books, and computers can be used as lesson plans, lectures, textbooks, assignments,
software, quizzes, tests, resources audio and video, digital, and social networking platforms such
as Twitter, You Tube, and Face book. The blended learning is a modern concept of learning for
educator, which involves the different benefits of various learning styles brought together, using
traditional offline learning and new technologies in online platforms. blended learning is the most
efficient learning environment since it combines the strengths of face-to-face and e-learning. In
general, blended learning combines the best aspects of online educational content delivery with
the best aspects of classroom interaction and live instruction in order to personalize learning, allow
thoughtful reflection, and differentiate instruction from student to student across a diverse group
of learners (Watson, 2012).



Blended learning can be explained by following figure
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Face to face teaching-

Face-to-face teaching, also known as in-person teaching or traditional classroom
instruction, refers to the educational approach where teachers and students physically gather in the
same location for instruction and interaction. This form of teaching has been the conventional
method for centuries and remains an essential. component of the educational system worldwide.
Face-to-face teaching has several advantages, including the ability to build strong teacher-student
relationships, enhance non-verbal communication skills improve their personality, behavior and
value system and create a structured learning environment where Teachers gain to feedback of
students. (Garrison and Kanuka, 2004; Whittaker, 2013).

Student interaction with course content-

Traditional teaching and the school provides directly course content of students through
printing material and ICT mediated learning and provides them indirect interaction with their
course content diverse interesting way. Along with the videos provide and sharing on blogs and
visiting e-books provide new and updated content. Traditional teaching techniques and the school
context enable students to connect directly to their course content via textbooks (Sher, 2009)

Peer group interaction-

On the campus of the school, students learn formally as well as informally through their
interactions with their peer groups (Hussain et al., 2011). Inside the school campus students learns
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by formal means and they also learn informally when they interact with their peer groups. Many
needed life skills and social values are practiced in non-formal interaction with their peer groups.
School campus provides many opportunities for this during playground activities, social exchange
during free time.

Live Classroom Teaching

Live classroom teaching also known as traditional or in-person teaching, refers to the
method of students physically gather in a designated location, such as a school, college or
university to engage in face to face learning. In this setting, the instructor delivers lessons, provides
explanations and interacts with students directly. Students have the opportunity to ask question,
participate in discussions and receive immediate feedback. It is a traditional and widely used
approach to education but it can also refer to live online classes where students and instructors
meet in real-time via video conferencing or other digital platforms. (Woodall, 2010)
Accessing e-library-

An “e-library,” short for electronic library, is a digital or online collection of resources,
such as books, articles, magazines, journals and other forms of written or multimedia content. E-
libraries offer access to these materials over the internet, allowing users to browse, search, and
read or download content from their computers or mobile devices. It is part of ICT in blended
learning. In traditional mode students join to school library which is limited but digital library
provide to different types of books related to their topic
Virtual classroom

Students have the flexibility to learn from anyone, anytime, and anywhere in a virtual
classroom (Wang & Newlin, 2001). A virtual classroom is an online learning environment that
allows students and teachers to interact, share resources, and engage in educational activities over
the internet. Virtual classrooms have become increasingly popular, especially with the growth of
e-learning and the need for remote education solutions. Popular virtual classroom platforms
include Zoom, Microsoft Teams, Google Meet, and various Learning Management Systems
(LMS) like Moodle, Canvas, and Blackboard. Virtual classrooms have the advantage of offering
flexible learning opportunities, allowing students to attend classes from anywhere with an internet
connection. They are also valuable for remote collaboration and communication among students
and teachers.
e-tuitions

e-tuitions™ is a term that refers to online tuition or tutoring services. These services are
conducted over the internet, allowing students to receive instruction, guidance, and support in
various subjects and academic levels. Some students not attend the lecture in the classroom so

they require personal guidance and full attention then students may choose the option of e-tuition.



Few students benefit from classroom instruction because they need constant one-on-one support
and undivided attention. Such students may select the e-tuition option, which entails meeting a

private tutor and receiving personalized learning via video conferencing online.

Accessing and maintaining educational blogs

Traditional classrooms provide less opportunity of students their creativity because limited
time table and work load of class work, assignments and examination stress but educational blogs
provide students a platform to create their creativity . Educational blogs are a valuable resource
for gaining knowledge, insights and tips on a wide range of subjects. Whether you are a student,
educator or simply interested in learning more about a specific topic, educational blogs can provide

you with valuable information.
Webinars-

Webinar is a part of blended learning which include ICT. Webinars are online seminars or
web-based seminars that allow people to attend and participate in presentation, lectures,
discussions or workshops over the internet. They have become increasingly popular for businesses,
educational institutions, and organizations as a means of sharing information, conducting training

sessions and engaging with a remote audience.
Viewing expert lectures in YouTube

The banded learning provides educator to obtain advantage of the specialists of the content
material they may be analyzing as they can effortlessly watch the extraordinary lectures with the
aid of famed specialists from different areas provide on you tubes. In addition to it university and
college also can upload video of lecture by using its own instructors in order that if scholar isn't
always able to attend the university and college he can avail this facility and may advantage gain
of the teachers teaching. Additionally, schools may publish recordings of their own professors'
lectures so that students who are unable to attend their particular universities can still benefit from

the teachers' education.
Online learning through videos and audios-

Online evaluation aids in improving the formative, transparent, and speed of the evaluation
process. Multiple recordings, animated movies are available that specify several principles very
convenient and in interesting manner. They are completely based on the principle of realism and

connecting with lifestyles. So college students can get feel of real lifestyles Online audio and video



learning is accessible, with a choice of recordings and animated animations that simply and

engagingly convey a variety of subjects.
Blended Learning Models

(Christensen et al. 2013) described models of hybrid and blended education, rotation flex,
A La Carte, and enriched virtual, and indicated that most of the hybrid learning falls under one of

these models.
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In this model, students rotate between different learning modalities, such as face-to-face

Rotation Model

instruction, online learning, and small group activities. There are variations of this model,
including the Station Rotation model and the Lab Rotation model, which emphasize different types
of activities during the rotations. The Blended Learning Rotation Model is a type of instructional
approach that combines both traditional classroom teaching and online learning. It is a form of
blended learning where students rotate between different learning modalities or stations.(
Govindaraj & Silverajah 2017)

Oniine
Assessment
ard in:

e el e
s & &




Station Rotation Model

In this model, students rotate through a series of stations or learning activities, which can
include face-to-face teacher-led instruction, independent online learning, collaborative group
work, and individual practice. The teacher designs and organizes these stations to address specific
learning objectives or to differentiate instruction based on students' needs. Students spend a
designated amount of time at each station before rotating to the next one. The Station Rotation
model, also known as the Classroom Rotation or In-Class Rotation model, involves students

rotating within a contained classroom. (Staker &Horn, 2012)

Station Rotation Model
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Lab Rotation Model
In this model, students rotate between a traditional classroom setting and a computer lab

or online learning environment. For example, students might spend part of their day in a classroom
with the teacher for direct instruction and then move to a computer lab for online activities,
simulations, or exercises The online component can be used for personalized learning, assessment,
and practice. The lab rotation model involves rotating between a classroom and a learning lab for
online learning. (Staker & Horn, 2012).
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Flipped Classroom Model
While not exactly the same as a rotation model, the flipped classroom is also a form of

blended learning where students learn content online at home through videos or other resources,
and then engage in active learning and discussion during in-person class time. The Flipped
Classroom model, on the other hand, involves rotating between face-to-face teacher-guided
practice (or projects) at school and online content and instruction at home or off-site (Staker &
Horn, 2012).
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Flex Model
In the Flex model, students primarily learn online, often at their own pace, with the flexibility

to attend in-person sessions for additional support or enrichment. This model is commonly used

in higher education and personalized learning environments. (Hauswirth and Adamoli, 2017).
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A La Carte Model
In this model, students take some of their courses online while attending others in a

traditional face-to-face setting. It allows students to mix and match their courses based on their
needs and preferences. The "Blended Learning A La Carte" model is a flexible approach to blended
learning that allows students to have more control over their educational experience by selecting
from a menu of learning options. Blended learning combines traditional classroom instruction with
online or digital learning activities. The A La Carte model takes this a step further by giving
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students a choice in how they engage with various learning resources and activities. (Horn and
Staker 2011)
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Enriched Virtual Model

In the Enriched Virtual model, students spend the majority of their time learning online but

have regular face-to-face interactions with the teacher for additional support, assessments, or
project work. The Enriched Virtual Model is a type of blended learning approach that combines
elements of traditional face-to-face instruction with online or virtual learning experiences. In this
model, students typically spend the majority of their time learning online but also have scheduled
in-person sessions for specific activities, discussions, or assessments. (Staker & Horn, 2012
Michael & Staker 2014)

Enriched-virtual model
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Flipped Classroom Model
In a Flipped Classroom, traditional classroom activities like lectures are moved outside of

class time and delivered online, while in-person class time is used for activities such as discussions,
projects, and problem-solving. The Flipped Classroom Model is a type of blended learning
approach that reverses the traditional teaching methods. In a traditional classroom, students
typically receive direct instruction from the teacher during class and then complete homework or

assignments independently at home. (Alammary, 2019; Weinhandl et al., 2018).
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Hybrid Model
The Hybrid model combines both online and in-person instruction, with the mix varying

depending on the course, subject, or instructional goals. Blended learning, also known as the
hybrid model, is an educational approach that combines traditional in-person instruction with
online learning activities. This approach seeks to leverage the strengths of both face-to-face
teaching and digital technology to create a more flexible and effective learning experience. Here

are some key aspects of blended learning or the hybrid model.(Doering, A. 2006)
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In this model, students take turns teaching or presenting topics to their peers, both in the
classroom and online. It encourages active learning and peer interaction. The blended learning
peer teaching model is an instructional approach that combines elements of both traditional face-
to-face teaching and online learning. In this model, students take on an active role in teaching and




learning from their peers, either in person or through online platforms. This approach can be used
in various educational settings, from K-12 schools to higher education and even in corporate

training environments. Here are some key aspects of the blended learning peer teaching model.

Driver Model
The term "Driver Model™ in education can refer to different things, depending on the

context. One common interpretation is that it places the learner at the center of their educational
journey, allowing them to drive their own learning. In such a model, students have more autonomy
and responsibility for their education, often setting their learning goals and pace. It can also
incorporate elements of self-directed learning and inquiry-based learning. Combining these
concepts, a "blended learning Face-to-Face Driver Model™ could describe an educational approach
that blends in-person classroom instruction (face-to-face) with online resources while placing a
significant emphasis on student autonomy and control over their learning experience (Driver
Model). This model aims to provide students with a balanced and personalized learning experience
that takes advantage of both traditional and digital learning resources. The exact implementation

and characteristics of such a model would depend on the specific context and educational goals.
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CONCLUSION
In conclusion, blended learning represents a dynamic and promising approach to education

that bridges the gap between traditional and digital learning environments. As technology
continues to evolve, Blended learning will likely play a crucial role in the future of education,
offering a flexible, engaging, and efficient way to deliver instruction while addressing the needs
and preferences of a diverse student population. Further research and continued exploration of best

practices are essential to maximize the potential of blended learning in various educational settings.
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