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ABSTRACT:

Urdu is an Indo-Aryan language spoken chiefly in South Asia. In India, it is an Eighth Schedule
language, it also has an official status in several Indian states. It continues to struggle for relevance and
systemic support in education, technology, and governance. This paper explores the key challenges Urdu

faces and presents comprehensive strategies to address them.
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Introduction

Urdu is an Indo-Aryan language spoken chiefly in South Asia. It is the national language and lingua
franca of Pakistan. In India, it is an Eighth Schedule language, the status and cultural heritage of which are
recognized by the Constitution of India. It also has an official status in several Indian states. Urdu, a language
of rich poetic tradition and historical significance, faces an identity and survival crisis in the 21st century. It
continues to struggle for relevance and systemic support in education, technology, and governance. Once a
lingua franca of cultural and intellectual expression across South Asia, today it grapples with diminished
institutional backing, digital marginalization, and socio-political constraints. This paper explores the key
challenges Urdu faces and presents comprehensive strategies to address them.

Problems Faced by Urdu
1) Political and Identity-Based Marginalization
Urdu’s association with religious and ethnic identity, particularly among Muslims, has contributed to
its marginalization in India, where language politics often prioritize Hindi or regional languages.
Khubchandani (1997) explains, "Urdu's identity has become narrowed to religion and politics,
weakening its broader cultural and educational role" (p. 118). In Pakistan too, regional languages often

receive greater advocacy under the lens of ethno-nationalism, which dilutes Urdu’s prominence.
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2) Neglect in Education

Urdu is rarely used as a medium of instruction in modern schools and is often treated as a second
language. In urban and elite institutions, English dominates, while rural and regional schools prioritize
local languages. Dua (1993) notes, "The absence of Urdu as a medium of instruction in modern education
has caused a decline in its practical value" (p. 61). The reduced emphasis on Urdu in early education

leads to poor literacy and hinders its long-term sustainability.
3) Limited Employment Opportunities

Urdu is seldom used in the corporate or scientific world, leading to limited job opportunities for those
proficient only in Urdu. English is often the preferred medium in business, administration, and higher
education, which marginalizes Urdu-speaking individuals. Annamalai (2001) argues, "Languages like

Urdu are seen as ornamental, not instrumental in career advancement" (p. 92).
4) Digital and Typographic Challenges

Urdu’s traditional Nastaliq script, though visually aesthetic, is complex and not easily adaptable for
modern digital formats. This hinders the language’s presence in online spaces, mobile apps, and other
digital platforms. Comrie (2009) observes, "The Nastaliq script, while aesthetically rich, remains a

barrier in digital integration due to typographic limitations" (p. 456).
5) Cultural Disconnection Among Youth

With increasing Westernization and adoption of English, Urdu literature and cultural expressions are
becoming less relatable for the younger generation. Farooqi (2012) emphasizes that "Literature and
language education must evolve to resonate with the youth if Urdu is to survive culturally" (p. 76).
Without relevant and engaging content, the youth find little incentive to learn or engage with Urdu.

Solutions:
Addressing these issues requires an integrated strategy involving educational reforms, digital transformation,

cultural revitalization, and grassroots engagement.
Education and Promotion

e Curriculum Integration: Implementing Urdu as a compulsory subject across schools can revitalize
language acquisition from an early age.

e Modernized Learning Materials: Updating Urdu syllabi with contemporary themes such as science,
technology, environment, and gender can make it more relevant.

e Teacher Development Programs: Training educators in innovative methods can improve classroom

engagement and learning outcomes.
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Digital Presence

e Typography Innovation: Designing Unicode-compliant and mobile-friendly Nastaliq fonts will
increase accessibility.

e Creation of Digital Platforms: Develop Urdu language learning websites, YouTube channels,
podcasts, and online newspapers.

e Language Learning Apps: Use gamification and interactive modules to attract young learners through

mobile apps.

Cultural Preservation

e Promotion of Arts: Encourage the production of Urdu dramas, films, songs, and theater productions
to keep the language culturally alive.

e Archiving Heritage: Digital libraries and repositories can preserve classical and contemporary Urdu
literature for future generations.

e Festivals and Literary Events: Host mushairas (poetry recitations), storytelling sessions, and Urdu

book fairs to foster public engagement.

Community Engagement

e Online Communities: Build Urdu-centric forums, blogs, and social media groups to promote
conversation and exchange of ideas.

e Public-Private Partnerships: Collaborate with NGOs, publishers, tech companies, and academic
institutions to create Urdu content.

e Youth Participation: Initiate contests, writing workshops, and mentorship programs to involve

students in Urdu advocacy.

Teaching Methods

e Storytelling: Employ narrative-based learning to make Urdu classes more engaging.
e Interactive Learning: Use classroom discussions, group work, and debates to foster active use of
Urdu.
e Problem-Based Learning: Design real-life problem scenarios where students must use Urdu to
analyze and respond, thereby linking the language to functional utility.
Conclusion
Urdu is more than a language; it is a symbol of cultural identity, literary richness, and historical continuity.

The contemporary challenges it faces are serious but not insurmountable. With strategic educational
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planning, digital innovation, and committed cultural advocacy, Urdu can regain its relevance and vibrancy
in the modern world. The responsibility lies with policymakers, educators, tech developers, and the

community to ensure that Urdu remains not just a relic of the past, but a living, evolving language.
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